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“The Problem Is That He’s A Man, Not That He’s Bisexual”: women discussing bi-masculinities and bi-misogyny” in Michael Flood &

Richard Howson (eds) Engaging Men in Building Gender Equality. (2015, London: Cambridge Scholars Publishing)




Bi Men By Women: the project

Semi-structured interviews (feminist queer decolonizing

From the most devastating to the most exhilarating “disclosures
and discoveries”

From “started out knowing” to “changing courses midstream”.
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Major Themes

Al “Border Women and their Border Men”:

|dentifications and Definitions

1. “You know, the old Kinsey scale”: women talk about their
partners’ sexual identities

2. “| Have A Sexuality Too”: women discussing their own

sexualities



.

E@:( B/ The Journeys

2
1. “Starting Out Knowing”: negotiating the beginning
of a relationship




L C/ Mapping The Landscape

1. “New Rules, No Rules or His and Her Rules”: negotiating how to
“do” the relationship

2. “The Problem Is That He’s A Man, Not That He’s Bisexual”: women
discussing masculinity, misogyny, privilege and power

3. “What Do We Tell The Kids?”: women’s perspectives and
experiences of bisexual fathers raising children

4. “Spreading Disease With the Greatest of Ease™: negotiating sexual
health issues
’ F http://www.cartoonstock.com/directory/b/bisexual.asp
" .

o




E['\6;’{‘)/ Borderdwelling as Outsiders Belongin

1. “Minute by minute maneouvring?”: navigating the heteroworlds




£

It’s really stupid expecting women to go out there and get support for your

relationship when your relationship isn’t recognized by relationship




E@/erwhelmmgly, WOmen’s experiences were negative
due to:

Invisibility,
U My -Husband

GAY, STRAIGHT, OR BI?

A iﬂ“E‘MF 'ﬁﬂl!ll
:cﬂﬂnﬂm ABOUT THEIR MEN

JOE KOR

Bisexual “exclusion by inclusion” or lack of bisexual-
specific research, resources and training



I Doctors and General Practitioners (GPs). usually as women’s first port of call
ing referrals to more specific services:

“| told one of the doctors ... and he sort of threw his arms up in the air” (Brenda, 65, hetero,
Anglo, regional Vic)

qroups Tor married gay and o
“| wasn't the only one feeling like an alien” (Pat, 37, hetero, Greek, Sydney)

“There’s lots of misogynist comments made. ... | think organizations can't ignore they might have
wives that they love dearly, and they don't like having women spoken about badly” (Jude, 33,

bisexual, Dutch, Canberra, )




L’A.fSerinq bi-specific social and support groups:

“We love attending social and activist gatherings. There's such an exhilaration in being with so many people who

are so similar in very different ways in this community that other communities don't want” (Lilith, 33, hetero,
ltalian, Sydney)

5. Seeking out other health services that address their issues:

“a service where it was okay to talk about the unspoken things, because it's about shame, it's about betrayal, it's
about I'm a lesser person if he's gone off with a man” (Hannah, 55, Scottish, Melbourne).;

“open up spaces for women to say, “Well, actually, my partner has sex with men as well and it turns me on” or
“I'm not in a monogamous relationship”. (Jude, 33, bisexual, Dutch, Canberra)

6. Accessing resources such as books, films, internet lists and sites:

“A documentary that | could watch, that would be great. Websites. Privacy. In your own home. It's educational.

It's fact-based. More positive films... bisexuality is mainstream. It's just not in the materials”. (Deanna, 29,
bisexual, Italian, Melbourne)

COMPLICATED?

Bisexual people's experiences of
and ideas for improving services

SEEQUALITYNETWORK

LGET] Egpadty pra Hemian BRgup o Boorkee1



:ﬁﬂ]ere IS a revolution occurring in our consulting rooms, our clients are no longer coming

. ta us because they want to be normal, they are coming to us because they want to be

whole. ... Our job is no longer to help those who seek our assistance to achieve the

cultural ideal, the mythical norm of well-adjusted middle class heterosexual adulthood.
(Firestein, Beth, 2007, Ed., Becoming Visible: Counseling Bisexuals Across the Lifespan, New York: Columbia
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